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As we approach our spring break which begins on March 10, 2006, we will remind our community, with special attention to those who may be traveling over the break, of some basic safety issues you should always cognizant of while away.  

Some of you will travel out of the country to destinations that attract a large college population at this time of the year, for example, Cancun, Mexico.  Remember,  laws and law enforcement are different in other countries, in fact, may be different in various parts of our own county.  What may be tolerated here, may not be the case in Cancun, or Ft. Lauderdale, or some other location.  Be aware of the laws and what might happen if you get caught breaking them as there may be serious consequences associated with the alleged violation.  Also, know how to contact the police in an emergency when you arrive at your destination as not all jurisdictions have the 9-1-1 option.
We need to thank our ARGO staff for their excellent article in last week’s edition regarding the dangers of spring break. The Rape Abuse and Incest National Network (RAINN) gave some excellent safety tips for the unsuspecting individual in that article.  Some highlights from that article include:
· “College students are at a greater risk of rape than any other group”

· “There’s no simple way to identify potential rapists by looks.  They come in every race, shape, size and gender.”
· “Never leave your drink unattended.” (This includes watching the bartender pouring the drink.)

· “Use the buddy system and keep an eye on your friends… be willing to intervene when friends risk their own safety.”

· “Personal responsibility plays a key role in reducing one’s risk of sexual assaults.”  In fact, personal responsibility and some basic safety precautions will reduce your risk of becoming a victim of any crime.
Remember, the popular destinations for college students over spring breaks are not secret.  The “bad guys” know where you go, so please exercise good caution and safety so you all return here safe and sound to complete the semester.  You can refer to our web site for additional safety information regarding fire safety, personal safety, identity theft and many other helpful hints for your protection at www.stockton.edu/police .
Our thanks to all the students, faculty and staff, who made the Sexual Assault Conference on Saturday, 2/25/06 such a great success.  Special thanks need to go to Steve Couras, our Senate President, Senator Dyana Galis-Menendez  and Dean Gonzalez for their leadership roles in ensuring the success of this event.

Construction Update:  The F Wing overbuild is moving forward rapidly and still on target for a May/06 opening.  Stop by to see how nice the area is shaping up.  The Lake Fred Spillway project is also moving forward and with some cooperation from Mother Nature will be completed in March.  A new paved path, extra lighting, an emergency phone and eventual security cameras will make this new walkway a much nicer and safer location than the previous walkway.  You can review the “Construction Updates” link on the Stockton Home Page for additional on-going projects.
TIP OF THE WEEK:  If you plan on driving to or at a location while on spring break, please buckle up your seat belt whether you are a driver, front seat passenger or rear seat passenger.  Do not drive a vehicle or get into a vehicle being driven by someone under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  Take a taxi if you do not have a designated driver.  By following these safety tips, you may save your life or the life of someone important to you.

Please enjoy your spring break and we look forward to seeing you all when you return.  If our police department can be of any assistance to you over the break, please to not hesitate to contact us at 609-652-4390.
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